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20 August 1992

Washington, DC

There are a number of bills favorably

OF BENEFIT TO VETERANS.

affecting veterans which

have recently been acted on by the

House, and these are the focus of my newsletter this week.
If, after reading this, veterans or any others have questions
about the measures I trust you will not hesitate to contact
me so that I can provide additional information.
First. I want to report that the House has voted to
provide more than 2.2 million disabled veterans a 3.2 percent
cost-of-living increase in their monthly VA compensation
checks

beginning in January.
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At the time this action was taken House Veterans' Affairs
Committee Chairman Sonny Montgomery said "the Congress and
the country have no greater responsibility than making certain
that benefits for those who were hurt or disabled in military
service are responsive to their needs," adding that "an annual
adjustment to help these veterans and their families keep
up wi th the cost of living is the very least we should do
in return for what they've given us." I concur wholeheartedly
with those sentiments.
Another measure which has just been approved will provide
that widows and children of veterans who die of conditions
related

to

their

military

service

compensation benefit of $750.
rate

structure

for

death

receive

a

flat

monthly

This plan overhauls a complex

benefits

that

is

currently

based

on a veteran's rank upon discharge or at the time of death.
The purpose of this flat rate approach is to establish parity
among surviving spouses at a more reasonable level of income
than
is
currently
received
by
a
great
majority
of
beneficiaries.
The House bill revises the formula for payment of death
benefits to veterans' survivors beginning in January 1993.
Recipients would receive the greater of the current benefits
or the new flat monthly rate of $750;

more than half of the

current beneficiaries receive less than the proposed flat
rate.
Benefits resulting from veterans' deaths after January
1, 1993, would be paid at the new rate.
An additional $50
per month would be paid to survivors of a servicemember killed
in the line of duty or of a veteran who had a long term (five
years

or

more)

total

disability

prior

to

death.
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would

receive

incremental

increases

next.- _three years culminating in an addi tional $200

per month for each child.
As further protection

for

survivors

the

bill

would

double to $200,000 the maximum amount of life insurance which
can be purchased by active duty personnel and veterans under
two programs supervised by the VA.
The House approved a $50 increase -- from $350 to $400
in

the monthly GI

Bill education benefit

for active duty

participants.
The benefit for National Guard and Reserve
participants would be raised from $170 to $190 per month.
The benefit has been raised only once -- an additional $50
for active duty, $30 for National Guard and Reserve personnel
since the program's 1984 inception,
have risen by more than 40 percent.

while

college costs

And last although certainly not least and definitely
of interest to World War II veterans, the House has approved
a

bill

authorizing

presumed
ionizing
Nagasaki

compensation

for

two

additional

to be service-connected for veterans exposed to
radiation during the occupation of Hiroshima and
during the Second World War or during atmospheric

testing of nuclear devices following the War.
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list of 13 conditions presumed related

to these events.
The legislation requires a VA advisory panel to review
scientific studies and relevant information
whether
other unmonitored
activities might
veterans to radiation.
The panel would also be
reviewing pertinent scientific data on a rare

to determine
have exposed
charged with
form of lung

cancer

to

known

as

bronchio-alveolar

carcinoma

determine

whether it could result from exposure to ionizing radiation.
Freedom has always been the gift from our veterans
to this country.
To address and to meet the needs of our
nation's veterans by taking such recent actions as these
here in the House is our way of continuing to say thank you.
#

BON

APPETIT.

It

was

#

my

pleasure

#

recently

to

meet

with

woman whom I consider the foremost authority on cooking
the talented Julia Childs.
She was here in Washington
promote American foods and wines.

a
to

We had quite an excellent

discussion about both. She shared with me a few of her cooking
secrets, and in turn I shared a few of my family recipes.After our visit I have decided she is truly the "Queen of
Culinary Arts & Sciences."
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